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Count yourself in: Census Day is April 1, 2020

The	U.S.	Cons,tu,on	calls	for	a	census	every	ten	years	to	make	sure	that	states	
are	represented	fairly	in	the	House	of	Representa,ves.	The	importance	of	
coun,ng	each	resident	goes	far	beyond	this.	The	census	also	helps	the	Federal	
Government	decide	how	to	direct	$675	billion	per	year	to	states	and	communi,es	
for	programs	and	services	that	people	count	on.				

Census	Day,	April	1,	2020,	is	observed	na,onwide.	By	this	date,	every	home	will	
receive	an	invita,on	to	par,cipate	in	the	2020	Census.	For	the	first	,me	in	census	
history,	residents	can	respond	online,	including	on	mobile	devices.	Instruc,ons	
are	provided	in	the	invita,on	and	include	ways	to	answer	the	ques,ons	by	mail	or	
phone.	  
 
When	you	respond	to	the	census,	you	tell	the	Census	Bureau	where	you	live	as	of	
April	1,	2020.	The	goal	is	to	count	the	en,re	popula,on,	just	once,	and	at	the	
loca,on	where	each	person	usually	lives.	The	census	doesn’t	ask	for	your	poli,cal	
affilia,on,	Social	Security	number	or	financial	informa,on.	

The	census	asks	ques,ons	of	people	in	homes	and	group	living	situa,ons,	
including	how	many	people	live	or	stay	there,	and	the	gender,	age	and	race	
of	each	person.	The	Bureau	es,mates	that	it	takes	10	minutes	to	complete.	 
 
(Cont.	p.	3)

The Chesapeake Sensory 
Plaza, coming in April 2020, 
will be serious fun.  
P. 8

How to identify a Census 
worker at your door. P. 5
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commissioners. P. 7 – 8
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Board of Town 
Commissioners

Amy G. Chmielewski

Patrick T. Richards

Kevin M. Bianca 

Erin S. Hughes

Donna L. Kahoe

Dear	neighbors:	

Another	winter	has	arrived	in	Bel	Air.	BuXon	up,	smile	at	your	neighbors	and	stay	safe.  
 
When	it	snows,	please	be	sure	that	your	home	and	business	walkways,	as	well	as	your	
cars,	stay	clear	of	snow	and	ice.	This	protects	both	pedestrians	and	motorists	as	we	travel	
around	Town	during	bad	weather.	  
 
Be	a	neighbor	and	check	on	those	who	are	elderly	or	have	physical	or	mental	disabili,es.	 
 
If	you	haven’t	done	so	already,	it’s	not	too	late	to	get	a	flu	shot.	The	flu	season	usually	
stays	around	un,l	at	least	March.		

But	most	importantly,	have	fun	in	Town	this	winter.	Here	are	a	few	ways	to	do	that:	

• Solve	a	mystery	at	the	LASOS	Murder	Mystery	Dinner	on	January	11,	2020	from	6:00	
to	9:00	p.m.	at	the	Bel	Air	Armory.	It	will	be	up	to	you	to	figure	out	which	partygoer	
is	guilty	and	to	unmask	the	killer.	This	is	a	fundraiser	to	support	LASOS	Inc.	literacy	
programs.	There	will	be	raffles	and	a	silent	auc,on.	Tickets	via	Eventbrite	
www.eventbrite.com		

• Hear	an	inven,ve	take	on	bluegrass	with	The	Seldom	Scene	at	the	Bel	Air	Armory	on	
January	17,	2020	at	7:30	p.m.	Tickets	at	hXps://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-seldom-
scene-in-concert-,ckets-84544893051	

• Follow	through	on	those	New	Year	resolu,ons	at	the	Health	and	Wellness	Fair	at	the	
Bel	Air	Armory	on	January	25,	2020	from	9:00	a.m.	to	1:00	p.m.	There	will	be	fitness	
classes,	dozens	of	vendors	with	healthy	ideas,	samples,	free	passes	and	plenty	of	
give-a-ways.		

• Brighten	up	your	home	or	office	with	a	new	piece	of	art	at	the	Harford	Ar,sts	Take	a	
Chance	on	Art	event	at	the	Armory	March	7,	2020	from	7:00	–	10:00	p.m.	It	is	a	
loXery-style	auc,on	and	a	good	,me!	Tickets	are	$100	per	couple	(or	$25.00	per	
person	to	enjoy	the	evening/$75.00	individual.)	Everyone	goes	home	with	a	
piece	of	art	valued	at	over	$75.	Enjoy	music,	fabulous	art,	light	fare,	wine	and	great	
conversa,on.	Finish	the	evening	with	a	lively	loXery	to	see	who	gets	to	take	home	a	
piece	of	art.	Tickets	via	Eventbrite	www.eventbrite.com.		

• Explore	your	heritage	at	Harford	County	Public	Library’s	7th	Genealogy	Conference	at	
the	Armory	on	March	28,	2020.	Check	the	library’s	events	webpage	for	details:	
hXps://hcplonline.org/calendar.php	

Townie,  
 
Mayor	Amy	G.	Chmielewski

http://www.eventbrite.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-seldom-scene-in-concert-tickets-84544893051
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-seldom-scene-in-concert-tickets-84544893051
http://www.eventbrite.com
https://hcplonline.org/calendar.php
http://www.eventbrite.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-seldom-scene-in-concert-tickets-84544893051
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-seldom-scene-in-concert-tickets-84544893051
http://www.eventbrite.com
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The 2020 Census will provide an up-to-date 
snapshot of Bel Air, says Town Administrator 
Jesse Bane. The numbers help Town staff 
apply for federal funding for needed projects,  
prepare for disaster and emergency response, 
plan support services for a growing senior 
population and ensure that needed amenities 
and services are available to all ages near 
where they live.  
 
“If we are going to get our fair share of federal 
funding, we need to know the numbers,” he 
says. “We know there are people living in 
Town that don’t want anyone to know they are 
here. But there are services that we can 
provide them if we have the funding. If we are 
losing out on that because the census doesn’t 
have their information, then we will have to 
find other ways to take care of those 
underserved populations.  The information 
collected is confidential. We are just looking 
for numbers. It’s important. We want to 
provide people with the services that they are 
entitled to.”  

(Census,	cont.	from	p.	1)  
 
Around	May,	the	U.S.	Census	Bureau	will	begin	visi,ng	college	
students	who	live	on	campus,	people	living	in	senior	centers,	
people	who	live	in	group	situa,ons,	as	well	as	people	who	
have	not	responded.		

Confiden'ality		

Under	Title	13	of	the	U.S.	Code,	the	Census	Bureau,	which	is	a	
nonpar,san	agency,	cannot	release	any	iden'fiable	
informa'on	about	people,	their	households	or	their	
businesses	to	anyone	or	to	other	government	agencies.	
These	include	the	Federal	Bureau	of	Inves,ga,on	(FBI),	the	
Central	Intelligence	Agency	(CIA),	the	Department	of	
Homeland	Security	(DHS)	and	U.S.	Immigra,on	and	Customs	
Enforcement	(ICE).	The	answers	to	census	ques,ons	are	used	
only	to	produce	anonymous	sta,s,cs.	  
 
Importance		

The	census	shapes	communi,es	in	ways	that	impact	day-to-
day	life.	Federal	funds	support	public	safety,	schools,	addic,on	
recovery	and	preven,on,	job	training,	recrea,on,	accessible	
housing,	small	businesses,	medical	research,	disability	
services,	mental	health	programs,	children’s	health	insurance	
and	nutri,on,	road	and	infrastructure	construc,on	and	more.			 
 
This	makes	it	important	that	everyone,	including	children	
under	5	years	old,	people	who	are	not	employed,	senior	
ci,zens	and	college	students	are	counted.	These	groups	are	
some,mes	hard	to	reach	but	use	important	programs	such	as	
Head	Start	funding,	school	breakfast	programs,	
unemployment	insurance,	Senior	Ac,vity	Centers	and	Federal	
Pell	Grants.		

In	short,	everyone	counts.	

 

 

 
 
1. The Census Bureau will have a video in 
American Sign Language available to guide 
people through responding online. 
 
2. People can respond in English by 
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf (TDD) 
at 844-467-2020. 

3. You can request an in-person Census taker 
who uses American Sign Language. 
 
3. There will be Braille and large print guides 
available to those who request them.  
 

The Census will be accessible  

http://www.belairmd.org
http://www.belairmd.org


 

How to identify a Census Bureau field representative at your door 
A	census	worker	who	comes	to	your	door	will	only	ask	you	the	
same	ques,ons	that	are	on	the	survey.	They	do	not	ask	
ques,ons	about	money,	bank	accounts,	poli,cal	party	
affilia,on	or	your	Social	Security	number.		
 
The	field	representa,ve	will	present	an	ID	badge	that	
includes: 

• The	census	worker’s	name	
• The	census	worker’s	photograph	
• A	Department	of	Commerce	watermark	
• An	expira,on	date	

A	field	representa,ve	carries	an	official	bag	with	the	Census	
Bureau	logo	or	a	laptop	for	conduc,ng	the	survey. 
 
The	field	representa,ve	will	provide	you	with	a	leXer	from	the	
Census	Bureau	on	official	leXerhead	sta,ng	why	they	are	
visi,ng	your	residence. 
 
Upon	request,	the	field	representa,ve	will	provide	you	with	their	supervisor’s	contact	informa,on	
and/or	the	phone	number	for	your	Census	Bureau	regional	office.	The	regional	office	supervises	the	
ac,vi,es	of	all	field	representa,ves	in	your	area.	
 
If	you	wish	to	independently	confirm	that	the	person	at	your	door	is	a	Census	Bureau	employee,	you	
can	enter	their	name	in	the	Census	Bureau’s	staff	search	website	at	www.census.gov/cgi-bin/main/
email.cgi,	or	contact	the	Philadelphia	Regional	Census	Center	at	267-780-2600.	

How to identify a phone call from the Census Bureau
 
The	Census	Bureau	uses	two	contact	centers,	one	in	Jeffersonville,	Indiana,	and	the	other	in	Tucson,	
Arizona.	The	caller	will	iden,fy	themselves	and	the	name	of	the	survey.	If	they	are	unable	to	reach	you,	
they	will	leave	a	message	with	a	case	ID	associated	with	your	survey.  
 
Most	Census	Bureau	calls	asking	you	to	par,cipate	in	a	survey	originate	from	one	of	the	following	
numbers:	(812)	218-3144,	Jeffersonville	Contact	Center	or	(520)	798-4152,	Tucson	Contact	Center.	
 
If	you	receive	a	call	and	wish	to	independently	verify	that	a	number	is	from	the	Census	Bureau,	you	can	
call	one	of	the	following	numbers:	
• 1-800-523-3205			Jeffersonville,	IN	or	1-800-642-0469		Tucson,	AZ	
• 1-800-923-8282			Customer	Service	Center

Winter 20204
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A Census Bureau worker will visit you at home 
if you have not completed the census 
questionnaire online, on the phone or by mail. 
(Stock photo, US Census Bureau )
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(L to r) Officer John Ganovski, Officer Gordon Hunt, Corporal James Farrell, Ramsey Eisenhauer, Peter Eisenhauer and Brad Lankford (from 
Eisenhauer’s Chesapeake Harley Davidson), Sgt. Henry Marchesani and Police Chief Charles Moore were on hand to take delivery of new police 
motorcycles from Eisenhauer’s Chesapeake Harley Davidson. 

At	least	one	Town	of	Bel	Air	resident	may	owe	his	life	to	a	
police	motorcycle.		

Last	year,	Officer	John	Ganovski	was	on	motorcycle	patrol	at	
Rockfield	Manor	during	a	well-aXended	wine	fes,val.	He	
heard	an	emergency	dispatch	about	an	individual	in	cardiac	
arrest	in	a	nearby	neighborhood.	On	a	motorcycle,	Officer	
Ganovski	bypassed	surrounding	heavy	vehicle	and	
pedestrian	traffic.	He	was	first	on	the	scene	and	provided		
CPR	un,l	an	ambulance	arrived.			 
 
Motorcycles	and	specially	trained	officers	have	been	a	part	
of	emergency	response,	traffic	control,	ceremonies	and	
funerals	since	the	early	1900s.	In	the	Town	of	Bel	Air	four	
specially	trained	officers	and	two	new	police-equipped	
motorcycles	have	expanded	the	BAPD’s	motor	unit.  
 
Eisenhauer’s	Chesapeake	Harley	Davidson	donated	one	
motorcycle	in	October.	The	Town	purchased	the	second.	 
 
Corporal	James	Farrell	oversees	the	unit.	“A	motorcycle	is	
equipped	in	the	same	way	as	a	police	car,”	he	says.	“They	
have	an	MDT	(Mobile	Data	System)	for	checking	licenses,	
lights,	siren	and	a	patrol	radio.”	Town	of	Bel	Air	motorcycles	
are	also	capable	of	carrying	support	weapons	for	ac,ve	
shooter	situa,ons,	he	added.		  
 
 

Officers	must	also	complete	a	challenging	two-week	course	
in	motorcycle	policing.	This	training	requires	immense	
physical	and	mental	stamina	and	known	as	some	of	the	
toughest	training	in	law	enforcement.	More	than	half	of	its	
candidates	do	not	pass	on	the	first	aXempt.		

Motorcycles	need	just	a	three-foot	space	to	maneuver.	 
They	go	where	patrol	cars	can’t,	such	as	pedestrian	areas	at	
Rockfield	Manor	and	the	MA	&	PA	Trail.	They	maneuver	
through	crowds,	climb	hills	and	ride	on	stairs.	Bel	Air	Police	
motorcycles	oren	provide	support	and	intersec,on	control	
for	ceremonies	and	funerals	in	other	jurisdic,ons.  

From	an	economic	standpoint,	motorcycles	cost	about	half	
of	that	of	a	patrol	car.	Motorcycles	average	50	mpg	as	
compared	to	15	mpg	of	a	police	SUV.			

One	of	their	most	valuable	powers,	says	Corporal	Farrell,	
may	be	their	role	in	community	policing.	The	police	motor	
unit	is	the	center	of	aXen,on	at	community	events	such	as	
First	Fridays,	the	annual	Bel	Air	Town	Run,	the	BBQ	Bash	
and	the	Bel	Air	Youth	Camp.	 
 
“Motorcycles	make	the	officer	more	approachable.	We	
want	to	build	posi,ve	interac,ons	with	children	so	that	
they	are	not	afraid	of	the	police,”	says	Corporal	Farrell.		

Motorcycle officers aid in response time and community relations

http://www.belairmd.org
http://www.belairmd.org


 

Winter 20206

T H E  B E L  A I R  B O N D

The	Town	of	Bel	Air	uses	a	council-manager	
form	of	government,	which	combines	the	
leadership	and	local	advocacy	of	elected	
town	commissioners	with	the	day-to-day	
managerial	skills	of	a	town	administrator.	
Meet	the	three	newly	elected	
commissioners	(right).	 
 

The	Commissioners		
Bel	Air’s	five-member	board	of	commissioners	is	
the	Town’s	legisla,ve	and	policymaking	body.	They	
focus	on	short-	and	long-term	goals	such	as	public	
safety,	infrastructure,	economic	development,	land	
use,	capital	projects,	special	needs	and	ongoing	
maintenance	of	Town	buildings,	parks	and	public	
spaces.	They	approve	the	annual	budget	and	tax	
rates.		

Bel	Air’s	commissioners	live	in	the	Town.	They	are	
Mayor	Amy	G.	Chmielewski,	Patrick	Richards,	Erin	
Hughes,	Kevin	Bianca	and	Donna	Kahoe.	 
 
Mayor	Chmielewski	was	elected	Chair	of	the	Board	
by	her	fellow	commissioners	at	the	November	18,	
2019	Town	Hall	mee,ng,	following	the	Town	
elec,on.	She	is	a	vo,ng	member	of	the	Board	of	
Commissioners,	presides	at	Town	mee,ngs	and	
represents	the	Town	at	many	events	and	func,ons.		
The	mayor	also	assigns	agenda	items	to	
commiXees,	facilitates	communica,on	and	
understanding	between	elected	and	appointed	
officials,	and	assists	the	governing	body	in	sevng	
goals	and	advoca,ng	policy	decisions.  

The	Town	Administrator		
Commissioners	hire	a	Town	Administrator	to	carry	
out	administra,ve	responsibili,es.	They	also	
supervise	the	Town	Administrator’s	performance.	
Jesse	Bane	became	Town	Administrator	in	2016.		
 
The	Town	Administrator	administers	municipal	
projects	and	programs.	The	administrator	prepares	
a	budget	for	the	board’s	review;	hires	and	
supervises	government	staff;	serves	as	the	board’s	
chief	advisor;	and	carries	out	the	board’s	policies.	
Board	members	and	residents	look	to	the	manager	
for	complete	and	objec,ve	informa,on	about	local	
opera,ons.	The	administrator	makes	policy	
recommenda,ons	to	the	board	and	is	bound	by	
whatever	ac,on	the	board	takes.	

Erin Hughes 
What	made	you	decide	to	run	
for	Town	Commissioner?	I	love	
living	in	Town.	A	lot	of	
innova,ve	things	are	going	on.	I	
volunteer	for	the	Bel	Air	
Downtown	Alliance	and	have	
met	some	great	people.	I	
thought	being	a	commissioner	
might	be	a	good	fit	and	another	
way	to	give	back.  
 

What	are	the	challenges	ahead	in	the	next	five	years?	  
People	are	looking	for	a	neighborhood	feel	in	their	
community.	It	is	a	move	away	from	the	suburban	
sprawl	and	mall-centric	lifestyle.	One	challenge	is	to	
figure	out	a	way	to	bolster	small	businesses	
downtown,	but	also	find	alterna,ve	uses	for	larger	
commercial	proper,es.	I’d	also	like	to	improve	
pedestrian	and	bicycle	safety.	There	is	quite	a	bit	that	
has	been	done,	but	s,ll	a	few	problem	places.	Finally,	
we	have	to	decide	about	the	police	sta,on,	an	
important	part	of	Bel	Air.	  
 
What	is	your	favorite	Bel	Air	event	or	ac'vity?	The	
Armory	is	probably	my	new	favorite	place.	I	love	when	
people	come	up	with	a	new	cool	way	to	use	spaces	
that	are	underu,lized	or	have	fallen	into	disrepair.	The	
incubator	shops	in	Armory	Marketplace	are	a	fantas,c	
use	of	what	were	just	dilapidated	garages.	All	kinds	of	
events	happen	in	the	Armory	space	itself.	My	recent	
favorites	have	been	the	cover	band	shows	from	
Pevcoat	Junc,on	(Tom	PeXy)	and	Technicolor	
Motorhome	(Steely	Dan),	and	the	Roll	Out	the	Barrel	
whiskey	tas,ng	night.		

What	else	is	important	for	people	to	know	about	your	
vision	for	Bel	Air?	The	most	important	thing	is	that	I	
am	really	open	to	ideas.	I	would	never	make	decisions	
without	gevng	different	perspec,ves	from	residents	
and	businesses.	Part	of	my	campaign	was	to	do	a	lot	
with	voter	educa,on.	I	want	to	let	people	know	how	
the	Board	of	Commissioners	works	and	about	the	
Town	commiXees.	I’d	like	more	people	to	par,cipate	in	
the	governance	process	to	build	a	stronger	community.		



 

What	made	you	decide	to	
run	for	Town	
Commissioner?		
Pedestrian	safety	has	
become	very	concerning	to	
me.	My	husband	and	I	walk	
everywhere.	We	have	seen	
many	new	and	younger	
families	with	children	as	
well	as	senior	ci,zens	who	
also	walk	to	the	stores	and	

restaurants.	Also,	I	want	to	make	sure	that	we	are	
con,nually	marke,ng	our	downtown	district.	It’s	
become	a	des,na,on	for	businesses,	ar,sts	and	
other	performers.		

What	are	the	challenges	ahead	in	the	next	five	
years?	Traffic	control	is	important.	I	am	not	talking	
about	traffic	volume.	We	don’t	have	much	control	
over	that	since	there	are	several	main	roads	that	
come	into	Town.	 
 
Also,	there	are	residents	who	are	divided	about	a	
new	proposed	police	sta,on.	I	look	forward	to	
seeing	the	studies	that	have	been	done	so	far.	I	
also	want	to	help	find	out	what	our	merchants	
need	to	stay	in	Town	and	prosper.			

What	is	your	favorite	Bel	Air	event	or	ac'vity?  
We	are	big	fans	of	the	BBQ	Bash.	Partly	because	
we	live	two	blocks	away	from	it	and	the	aroma	
always	pulls	us	in.	We	try	to	par,cipate	in	as	many	
events	as	we	can.	We	use	the	MA	&	PA	Trail	quite	
a	lot.	It’s	such	a	great	place	for	people.	 

What	else	is	important	for	people	to	know	about	
your	vision	for	Bel	Air?		I	am	very	excited	to	work	
with	this	Board	of	Commissioners	and	the	Town	
staff.	The	staff	has	been	terrific	and	so	competent	
at	what	they	do.	  
 
This	board	brings	a	different	dynamic,	so	I	look	
forward	to	seeing	what	we	can	do	together	for	
what	is	already	a	really	great	town.		
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Donna Kahoe Kevin Bianca 
What	made	you	decide	to	
run	for	Town	
Commissioner?	When	my	
wife	and	I	moved	here,	we	
realized	that	this	was	our	
forever	home.	There	are	a	
lot	of	neighborhoods	like	
ours	that	are	changing	
from	original	owners	to	
younger	families.	It’s	really	
cool	to	have	that	mix.	My	
wife	suggested	that	there	

ought	to	be	someone	on	the	Board	who	is	thinking	
about	the	future	and	making	sure	this	stays	a	great	
place	to	live.	She	talked	me	into	running.	 
 
What	are	the	challenges	ahead	in	the	next	five	
years?	One	of	the	issues	that	seems	to	be	staring	
us	down	is	figuring	out	how	to	improve	the	Town	
Hall	and	police	sta,on	while	s,ll	being	
economically	responsible	for	our	residents.	
Residents	want	to	figure	out	how	to	slow	down	
traffic	in	neighborhoods	and	on	Main	Street	and	
make	sure	pedestrians	are	safe	when	crossing	
roadways.	The	Town	will	get	busier.	We	need	to	
get	in	front	of	this.  

What	is	your	favorite	Bel	Air	event	or	ac'vity?	
We	love	the	Farmers	Market	on	Saturdays.	My	son	
and	I	let	my	wife	sleep	and	we	go	the	Farmers	
Market,	then	we	go	to	a	playground.	My	son	loves	
Plumtree	Park.	We	get	some	lunch,	do	a	home	
project	(and	stop	in	Courtland	Hardware	four	or	
five	,mes!)	You	can	spend	a	whole	weekend	
without	ever	having	to	leave	town.  

What	else	is	important	for	people	to	know	about	
your	vision	for	Bel	Air?	I	like	to	think	I	am	a	
problem	solver.	I	am	sure	that	there	will	be	a	few	
problems	over	the	next	four	years.	There	are	no	
major	issues	here,	just	things	that	need	some	
work.	I	like	to	think	that	all	of	the	staff	and	
commissioners	working	together	can	solve	quite	a	
bit	of	these	problems.	All	in	all,	Bel	Air	is	a	preXy	
great	place.	Hopefully	we	can	keep	it	that	way.		

http://www.belairmd.org
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The	Chesapeake	Sensory	
Plaza,	set	to	open	in	April	
2020	next	to	the	crea,ve	
playground	at	Rockfield	
Park,	will	be	the	first	
interac,ve	water	
playground	of	its	kind	in	
Maryland.		

You	might	describe	it	as	
serious	fun.	The	5000-
square-foot	play	space	is	
designed	to	represent	the	

Chesapeake	Bay	watershed	area	and	highlight	the	importance	
of	water	conserva,on	and	environmental	stewardship.	
However,	it	is	a	hands-on,	lets-get-wet	play	area.	 
 
Manual	hand	pumps	and	water	switches	start	the	flow	of	water	
into	a	60-foot-long	channel	that	lines	the	plaza.	Children	can	
maneuver	water	flow	through	lock	gates,	flaps,	dams	and	water	
wheels.	Educa,onal	signage	and	illustra,ons	will	explain	the	
delicate	ecosystem	that	the	Chesapeake	Bay	watershed	
occupies	all	around	us.	 
 
‘We	work	every	day	to	maintain	Bel	Air	as	a	sustainable	
community,”	says	Kevin	Small,	Director	of	Planning.	“The	
Chesapeake	Sensory	Plaza	is	our	opportunity	to	begin	to	ins,ll	
these	values	in	our	children.	However,	we	are	also	delighted	to	
bring	a	unique	play	opportunity	for	the	children	of	Bel	Air.”		

The	Plaza’s	design	draws	inspira,on	from	the	no,on	that	water	
is	an	Earth	substance	that	fuels	the	senses	and	brings	us	closer	
to	our	roots.	Playing	in	water	encourages	children	to	see	
themselves	as	part	of	the	delicate	ecosystem	that	binds	us	to	
each	other	and	to	the	planet.		

The	Chesapeake	Sensory	Plaza	was	funded	by	a	Building	Be:er	
Communi<es	grant	from	the	American	Water	Charitable	
Founda,on	and	the	Na,onal	Recrea,on	and	Park	Associa,on.		
The	Greater	Bel	Air	Community	Founda,on,	the	Bel	Air	
Recrea,on	CommiXee	and	The	Dresher	Founda,on	also	
provided	funding.	The	Town	applied	$15,000	from	the	Open	
Space	program,	funded	by	fees	in	lieu.  
 
A	ribbon	cuvng	is	planned	for	April	18,	2020.  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The	Town	of	Bel	Air	Finance	Department’s	newest	
staff	member	is	Jennifer	Hoffman,	who	came	to	
work	as	the	accounts	payable	accountant	in	July.	 
 
The	lifelong	Harford	County	resident	has	worked	
in	the	past	as	an	accoun,ng	clerk	and	insurance	
agent.	Jennifer	lives	in	Fallston	with	her	family.  
 
Her	du,es	include	working	at	the	finance	
department	window,		where	she	answers	
ques,ons	and	takes	payments	for	just	about	
everything	including	real	estate	and	personal	
property	taxes,	u,lity	bills,	parking	and	red	light	
,ckets,	and	other	miscellaneous	fees.	She	also	
processes	payments	to	the	Town’s	vendors	and	
answers	telephone	inquiries.  
 
“Jennifer	is	oren	the	first	person	that	our	
residents	see	when	they	come	into	Town	Hall	to	
pay	a	bill	or	to	ask	a	ques,on,”	says	Rachel	
Deaner,	Deputy	Director	of	Finance.	“We	can	
always	count	on	her	with	a	ready	smile	and	a	
willingness	to	provide	great	customer	service.		
We	hired	her	because	she	had	the	experience	
and	avtude	to	excel	in	this	posi,on.”  
 

The MA & PA Railroad in Harford County by Walter Holloway  
Saturday, February 8, 2020 - 2:00 - 5:00 pm 

The Historical Society of Harford County, Inc

143 N. Main Street, Bel Air

 
 
 

                                                        Admission: $15

Who’s the new face in Bel Air’s 
Finance office window?

http://www.belairmd.org
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Board of Town Commissioners
1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall

Appearance & Beautification 
Commission
2nd Monday, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

Board of Appeals
4th Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

Commission on Elderly & Needy 
Citizens
4th Tuesday, 8:00 a.m., Town Hall

Cultural Arts Commission
3rd Wednesday, 4:00 p.m., Town Hall

Economic & Community 
Development Commission
2nd Thursday, 5:00 p.m., Town Hall  

Historic Preservation Commission
4th Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Town Hall

Planning Commission
1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

Tree Committee
2nd Wednesday, 4:30 p.m., Planning 
Department

Town Administrator
L. Jesse Bane
410.638.4550 or 410.879.2711

Administration Department
Michael L. Krantz, Director
410.638.4550 or 410.879.2711

Finance Department
Lisa M. Moody, Director
410.638.4555 or 410.879.2712

Economic Development Department
Trish Heidenreich, Director
410.838.0584

Police Department
Charles Moore, Chief of Police
410.638.4518 or 410.638.4500

Planning Department
Kevin Small, Director
410.638.4540 or 410.879.9500

Public Works Department
Stephen D. Kline, Director
410.638.4536 or 410.879.9507

Bel Air Bond Editor
Kathi Santora, The Writing Studio
ksantora@gmail.com; 443.695.3345 

The offices of the Town Administrator, Human 
Resources, Police and Finance departments 
are located in the Town Hall, 39 N. Hickory 
Ave. The Department of Public Works and the 
Planning Department are located at 705 E. 
Churchville Rd. The Department of Economic 
Development and Visitors Center are in the 
Bel Air Armory at 37 N. Main St. The Police 
Department is open 24/7. Other office hours 
are 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
There are many free publications at the 
Visitors Center, Town Hall and online. Topics 
include business assistance, historic 
preservation, parking guides, a walking tour 
and an event calendar.
In addition to the Board of Town 
Commissioners meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the 
first and third Mondays, the public may attend 
Commissioners’ work sessions, held at 5:15 
p.m. on the preceding Tuesdays. Direct 
questions/concerns to the Commissioners c/o 
Town Hall in writing or by phone: 
410.638.4550 or 410.879.2711.
For sewer system, refuse collection, 
recycling, street light outages, call 
410.638.4545. For sewer emergencies, call 
410.638.4545 during business hours or 
410.638.4500 at other times.

The	Town	of	Bel	Air’s	Tree	CommiXee	aims	to	increase	the	number	of	trees	(or	“tree	canopy”)	within	Town	limits.	
Municipal	tree	canopies	reduce	summer	peak	temperatures,	and	improve	air	
quality.	Trees	also	improve	climate	resilience	and	help	aXract	businesses	and	
residents.	

Though	the	Town	cannot	plant	on	private	property,	it	can	plant	trees	in	
public	rights-of-way.	If	the	plan,ng	lawn	between	the	curb	and	sidewalk	in	
front	of	your	home	is	at	least	four	feet	wide,	the	Town	may	be	able	to	plant	
street	trees.	There	is	no	cost	to	residents.		

Note	that	not	all	roadside	lawn	areas	are	good	places	for	tree	plan,ngs.	
When	deciding	to	plant,	the	Department	of	Public	Works	will	check	the	
plan,ng	area,	underground	u,li,es	and	overhead	wires.	Depending	on	
loca,on	and	plan,ng	area,	species	may	include	Serviceberry,	Sargent	cherry,	
maple,	dogwood,	Ginko	and	elm.		
 
If	you	have	the	space	for	street	trees	and	want	FREE	street	trees	near	your	property,	contact	the	Planning	
Department	at	410-638-4540	to	request	plan,ngs	or	addi,onal	informa,on.	

Need some shade on your street? Free Street Tree Program can help

mailto:ksantora@gmail.com
mailto:ksantora@gmail.com
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Julia Potler took over the position of Bel Air Armory Manager in May 2019. She shared 
some of her thoughts about the Armory’s future and why you may see even more 
music, theater and visuals arts there over the next few years.  

Tell	us	about	your	background	and	what	brought	you	to	this	job?	
I	studied	music	and	arts	administra,on	at	Goucher	College	and	have	worked	
for	several	performing	arts	organiza,ons	and	in	event	planning.	I	also	did	
some	sales	work	while	I	was	home	with	my	children.	I	can	combine	my	
organiza,onal	skills,	my	ar,s,c	side	and	my	sales	experience	in	this	job.	 
 
What	kinds	of	events	take	place	here	and	what	might	we	see	in	the	
future?	  
The	Bel	Air	Armory	has	been	a	venue	for	so	many	things:	concerts,	theater,	
worship	services,	exercise	classes,	fundraisers,	the	annual	Bel	Air	Film	
Fes,val,	re,rement	par,es,	weddings,	birthday	par,es	and	Bingo	events,	
just	to	name	a	few.	There	are	many	possibili,es	for	other	things.	I’ve	
thought	about	more	concerts,	family	theater	and	a	dinner	theater,	for	
example.	We’d	also	like	to	rent	out	the	space	more	oren	during	the	day	for	
business	mee,ngs.	I	organized	a	Free	Health	and	Wellness	Fair	for	the	
community	to	take	place	on	January	25th	from	9:00	a.m.	–	1:00	p.m.,	
bringing	over	20	local	businesses	together!	 
 

What	makes	the	Armory	stand	out	as	an	event	space?	  
The	Bel	Air	Armory	has	5,264	square	feet	of	floor	space	and	a	500-square-foot	stage.	It’s	a	big	space	and	there	
aren’t	many	similar	spaces	in	the	area.	It’s	an	open	and	flexible	mul,-purpose	space.	Over	these	last	few	
months	in	the	posi,on,	I	have	learned	that	many	people	don't	even	realize	the	Armory	is	a	space	that	can	be	
rented.	A	lot	can	be	done	with	the	space.	I	hope	to	spread	the	word!		
 
The	outdoor	courtyard	is	landscaped	and	very	green.	Though	it	is	a	public	space,	it	has	been	a	great	spot	for	
ceremonies.	There	is	a	commercial	kitchen	on	the	lower	level	for	licensed	caterers.	There	are	a	lot	of	
possibili,es	here.	Depending	on	whether	an	organiza,on	is	nonprofit	or	for-profit,	rates	range	from	$400	–	
$900	for	eight	hours.	There	are	also	four-hour	rental	rates.	  
 
What’s	been	new	here	recently?	  
We	had	Highland	Echoes,	a	traveling	Scovsh	troupe.	The	Indian	School	for	Performing	Arts	hosted	a	cultural	
dance.	We	had	our	first	crab	feast	in	September	and	plan	to	do	it	again	on	August	28,	2020.		Recently,	I	
surveyed	the	community	about	interest	in	ballroom	dance	classes	and	had	hundreds	of	responses,	so	we	have	
scheduled	those	classes	from	January	through	March	2020.			

Talk	a	bit	about	the	importance	of	having	a	community	space	for	people	to	gather. 
I	had	no	idea	what	a	,ght	community	this	is	and	how	many	people	volunteer	their	,me	for	community	
events.	People	have	lived	here	for	a	long	,me	and	there	is	a	sense	of	ownership.	People	seem	to	want	to	
support	a	space	where	they	can	come	together.	Community	spaces	are	an	extension	of	home.		

How	might	we	see	your	arts	background	in	the	future	of	the	Armory?	
As	a	state	designated	Arts	and	Entertainment	District,	we	are	fortunate	to	have	great	local	organiza,ons	that	
produce	arts	events	throughout	town.	I	am	excited	to	use	my	arts	background	and	the	connec,ons	I	have	
throughout	Maryland	to	bring	a	variety	of	new	events	to	the	Armory.	It’s	been	great	to	have	such	posi,ve	
community	feedback	about	the	direc,on	we	are	taking	with	the	Armory. 
 
Follow	the	Town	of	Bel	Air	Armory	on	Facebook	for	informa'on	on	current	and	future	events.	
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