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Armory Marketplace 
merchants welcome Spring.  
P. 5 – 6

58 E. Broadway in 1978. Cindy 
Rybak bought the home in 2018 
and made major changes.  P. 11 

Famed	“suffrage	army”	marched	through	Bel	Air	
This	year,	on	the	100th	Anniversary	of	the	passage	of	the	19th	Amendment,	
people	all	over	the	country,	as	well	as	in	Harford	County,	are	celebra?ng	
this	victory	and	telling	the	story	of	lesser-known	suffragists.		

	
In	1648,	Margaret	Brent,	a	successful	St.	
Mary’s	County	lawyer	and	landowner,	
stepped	before	Maryland’s	legislature	and	
asked	for	the	right	to	vote.	Shocked	male	
lawmakers	denied	her	request	on	the	spot.		
	
Over	the	next	200	years,	Maryland’s	women	
lobbied,	marched	and	picketed	in	a	
determined	baPle	for	suffrage.	They	
crisscrossed	the	state	on	foot	and	in	trains,	
horse-drawn	wagons,	cars	and	boats	to	make	
the	case	that	vo?ng	rights	for	women	would	
bring	social	change	and	improve	lives.			
	
Many	endured	hecklers,	assaults,	community	
shunning	and	even	jail	sentences	in	
unimaginable	condi?ons.	(Cont.	on	P.	3)		
	

	
	

Artist’s rendition of Margaret 
Brent at the Maryland State 
Legislature in 1648. Courtesy: 
Maryland State Archives 

Make a custom-scented candle at 
Aroma Candle Studio on Main 
Street. P. 7

The 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment will be celebrated throughout 2020. 

http://www.belairmd.org
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Board of Town 
Commissioners

Amy G. Chmielewski

Patrick T. Richards

Kevin M. Bianca 

Erin S. Hughes

Donna L. Kahoe

Dear	neighbors:	

It’s	easy	to	list	the	benefits	that	playgrounds	and	green	spaces	bring	to	our	town.	
Our	five	neighborhood	parks	bring	neighbors	together,	provide	a	shaded	retreat,	
add	property	values	to	nearby	homes	and	encourage	play	and	exercise.			

The	best	thing	about	our	parks,	though,	is	that	they	are	places	for	fun.	
	
By	some	standards,	neighborhood	parks	–	Alice	
Anne,	Homestead,	Major’s	Choice,	Plumtree	and	
Shamrock	–	are	small.	They	range	from	.5	to	7	
acres.	Rockfield	Park,	a	community	park,	is	53	
acres.		However,	they	are	important	and	popular	
parts	of	our	neighborhoods	and	worthy	of	
con?nued	investment.	
	
You	will	see	ongoing	improvement	at	Plumtree	
Park,	where	there	is	up-to-date	playground	
equipment	and	newly	planted	trees.			
	
On	April	13th	at	5:30	p.m.	I	will	meet	the	members	
of	the	Appearance	and	Beau?fica?on	CommiPee	at	
Alice	Anne	Park,	located	at	Alice	Anne	Street	and	
Hays	Street.	We	plan	to	look	at	how	to	enhance	the	
park’s	equipment	and	landscaping.	All	are	welcome	
to	join	us.	If	it	rains,	we	will	meet	at	Town	Hall.	
	
Over	the	years,	the	Town	of	Bel	Air	has	funded	park	improvements	with	a	variety	
of	state	and	local	funding	sources.	These	include	Maryland	Department	of	Natural	
Resources	(DNR)	grant	programs	including	Community	Parks	&	Playgrounds	and	
Program	Open	Space.	Nonprofit	and	private	funders	include	the	Greater	Bel	Air	
Community	Founda?on,	Bel	Air	Lion’s	Club,	Bel	Air	Rotary	Club,	Bel	Air	Recrea?on	
CommiPee,	Dresher	Founda?on	and	the	American	Water	Charitable	Founda?on.		

We	will	con?nue	to	make	sure	that	parks	and	playgrounds	remain	safe,	
environmentally	friendly	and	fun	for	our	residents	and	visitors.			
	
If	you	have	sugges?ons	about	any	of	our	parks	and	playgrounds,	please	reach	out	
to	me	or	any	of	the	commissioners.									

Townie,	
	
Mayor	Amy	G.	Chmielewski
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(Cont.	from	P.	1)	
	
Congress	finally	passed	the	19th	Amendment	on	
June	4,	1919.	It	was	ra?fied	on	August	18,	1920,	
though	Maryland	failed	to	do	so	un?l	March	29,	
1941.		
	
Women	won	the	ballot	–	and	then	set	to	work	to	
educate	the	state’s	new	voters	and	to	pursue	other	
equal	rights	issues.		
	
Though	names	of	suffragists	such	as	Susan	B.	
Anthony	and	Elizabeth	Cady	Stanton	are	familiar,		
many	others	have	been	overlooked	by	history.		
	
Bel	Air	played	a	role	in	one	of	the	most	notable	
suffrage	events	in	history.	
	
On	February	22,	1913,	the	Army	of	the	Hudson,	a	
suffragist	pilgrimage	that	started	in	New	York	City	
and	des?ned	for	Washington	D.C.,	passed	through	
Bel	Air.	Headed	by	New	Yorker	Rosalie	Jones,	of	the		
Na?onal	American	Woman	Suffrage	Associa?on	
(NAWSA),	the	group	travelled	by	horse-drawn	
carriage	and	on	foot,	stopping	to	give	speeches	and	
hand	out	literature.	The	journey	drew	both	
suppor?ve	and	jeering	crowds	all	along	the	way.			
	
In	Bel	Air,	the	local	chapter	of	the	Just	Government	
League	was	on	hand	to	welcome	them.	Supporters	
included	prominent	ci?zens	such	as	Miss	Margaret	
Lake,	Forest	Hill;	Mrs.	Helen	Harlan,	wife	of	Judge	
Henry	D.	Harlan;	Mrs.	Rebecca	van	Bibber;	Mrs.	E.	
Estelle	Moore	of	Fallston	and	Mary	De	Velasco	
Stump.	Chief	of	Police	John	Jackson	as	well	as	
Mayor	Harry	D.	Hanway	offered	official	gree?ngs.		
	
Ten	days	later,	suffragists	ended	this	grueling	and	
muddy	200-mile	journey	in	Washington	D.C.		

There,	they	joined	over	5,000	suffragists	in	the	
Na?onal	Woman	Suffrage	Parade	procession,	
marching	down	Pennsylvania	Avenue	to	
Cons?tu?on	Hall.	Several	blocks	away,	newly	
elected	President	Wilson	was	preparing	for	his	
inaugura?on.	The	women	drew	so	many	onlookers	
that	the	inaugura?on	almost	went	unno?ced.		

As they passed through Bel Air, some hikers stayed  in the 
Kenmore Inn, located where Looney’s Pub now operates.  

The Army of the Hudson, a 1913 legendary suffragist 
pilgrimage from New York City to Washington D.C.  
received daily press coverage.  

The March 3, 1913 suffrage parade in Washington D.C.

http://www.belairmd.org
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2020	THE	YEAR	OF	THE	WOMAN	
See	events	as	scheduled	in	2020:	

visitharford.com	

Sunday	March	22	
Books	About	Women	in	American	History	
Join	a	discussion	of	books	about	notable	women	in	
American	history.	Hays	House	Museum,	1:30	p.m.		
HarfordHistory.org	

Monday	March	23		
History	Alive	Presents:	Amelia	Earhart	
Meet	the	first	female	pilot	to	fly	the	Atlan?c,	played	by	Mary	
Ann	Jung.		
Harford	County	Public	Library,	Fallston,	6:30	–	7:30	p.m.		

Saturday	March	28		
Elizabeth	Cady	Stanton:	Equality	for	All	
An	interac?ve	show	featuring	Mary	Ann	Jung.		
Havre	de	Grace	Library,	12:00	–	1:30	p.m.		
	
Saturday	April	4	 	
Poetry	Reading	&	RecepKon	 	 	 	
Harford	County	Cultural	Arts	Board	presents	Maryland	Poet	
Laureate,	Grace	Cavalier.		
Ar?sts’	Emporium,	Havre	de	Grace,	6:00	p.m.,	
arts@HCPLonline.org	

Saturday	May	9	 	
Struggles	of	an	American	Indian	in	the	Modern	Age	
Sponsor:	Harbor	of	Grace	Chapter	of	the	Na?onal	Society	of	
the	Daughters	of	the	American	Revolu?on.	
Havre	de	Grace	Police	Sta?on,	10:30	a.m.	
harborofgrace.marylanddar.org	
	
Saturday	May	9	 	
A	Girl	Scouts’	Tea		
See	Mary	Ann	Jung	as	JuliePe	Gordon	Low.	
Steppingstone	Museum,	Carriage	Barn,	1:00	p.m.	
steppingstonemuseum.org	

Saturday	May	9	 	
Susquehanna	Symphony	Orchestra:	CelebraEng	Women	
and	the	100th	Anniversary	of	Women’s	Suffrage	
Bel	Air	High	School,	6:45	p.m.,	ssorchestra.org	

Sunday	14	 	
From	Bustles	to	Ballots	 	
View	an?que	women’s	and	children’s	clothing	from	the		

Historical	Society	of	Harford	County’s	collec?on.	Hays	House	
Museum,	1:00	–	4:00	p.m.,	HarfordHistory.org	
	 	
Sunday	June	28	
The	Fashion	Doll:	A	ReflecEon	of	19th	Century	Culture	
Meet	Sharon	Simpkins	and	her	collec?on	of	19th	century	
dolls.	Hays	House	Museum,	1:00	–	4:00	p.m.,	
HarfordHistory.org	
	 	
Monday	July	13	 	
Chautauqua:	Mary	Church	Terrell	
Meet	Mary	Church	Terrell,	a	suffragist	and	a	founder	of	the	
Na?onal	Associa?on	for	the	Advancement	of	Colored	
People,	played	by	Sherrie	Tolliver.	Harford	Community	
College.	Sponsor:	Maryland	Humani?es	Council,	
mdhumani?es.org	

July	through	August	 	
Early	Women	in	Architecture	Exhibit	 	
Liriodendron,	liriodendron.com	

Sunday	August	9	
What	Our	Clothes	Say	About	Society	Then	&	Now	
Historical	Society	volunteers	review	the	changes	in	society	as	
seen	through	the	changing	styles	of	women’s	and	children’s	
clothing.	Hays	House	Museum,	1:00	–	4:00	p.m.,	
HarfordHistory.org	
	 	

Elizabeth Hamilton Chew Forbes (1882 – 1971) lived a 
comfortable middle-class farm lifestyle in Harford  County. 
She was a visible leader in local suffrage activities. She 
helped welcome the 1915 Prairie Schooner Campaign that 
travelled to Harford County. 



 

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

www.belairmd.org 5

Check	into	what’s	happening	at	Armory	Marketplace	
Bel  Air’s incubator businesses are a hub of creativity  

Custom	framing	has	always	been	a	specialty	at	Ferrari	Frame	
&	Design,	owned	by	Trish	Orndorff	(right).	However,	the	
store	also	offers	framed	prints	of	regional	des?na?ons,	
specialty	ready-made	frames	that	you	won’t	find	in	retail	
chains	and	personalized	help	with	sizing	and	preparing	your	
photos	for	framing.	They	will	also	help	design	customized	
mirrors	from	their	large	selec?on	of	high-quality	frames.		

Monica	Hidan,	(lel),	previously	a	long-?me	framing	
specialist	at	Michael’s,	is	especially	proficient	in	canvas	and	
needlepoint	stretching,	says	Trish.	

Independent	bookstores	like	Caprichos	Books	are	back	in	a	
big	way.	Their	ability	to	match	the	interests	of	the	customers	
and	provide	unique	literary	themed	programming	and	
author	events	are	just	two	of	the	reasons	why	people	are	
embracing	local,	says	Liz	Decker	(lel).	Caprichos	also	
supplies	local	book	clubs	with	the	?tles	they	need.		
	
Celebrate	Independent	Bookstore	Day	on	April	25th	at	
Caprichos.	Look	for	exclusive	book-related	gils	and	soon-to-
be-released	books.	Stay	for	storytelling,	crals,	live	music,	
food	trucks,	poetry	readings,	kids	yoga	and	face	pain?ng.	

It	might	be	a	surprise	to	learn	that	some	of	the	biggest	fans	
of	vinyl	records	come	from	the	teen	to	20-something	age	
group.	REB	Records	has	plenty	of	stock	to	support	this	trend,	
and	new	records	come	in	constantly.	REB	has	recently	
aligned	with	Alliance	Records	and	will	carry	a	selec?on	of	
their	newly	released	Contemporary	Jazz,	R&B,	Jazz,	Nu-jazz,	
Adult	Contemporary,	Pop	and	Hip-Hop	music.		
	

Just	stop	in	for	the	vibes.	Live	music	plays	during	open	hours.		
Employee	Jason	Chaillou	(lel)	says	that	acous?cs	in	what	
was	once	a	Na?onal	Guard	army	garage	are	surprisingly	
great.	

http://www.belairmd.org
http://www.belairmd.org
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As	the	anchor	tenant	of	Armory	Marketplace,		the	Harford	
ArKsts’	AssociaKon	(HAA)	exhibits	and	sells	pain?ngs,	
photography,	jewelry	and	mul?-media	crea?ons	by	local	
ar?sts	at	compe??ve	prices.	They	also	offer	ongoing	
themed	exhibits	and	ar?sts	recep?ons.	Next	up	is	
Landscape	Expressions,	from	April	30	through	June	28.	An	
ar?st	recep?on	is	on	April	4	from	1:00	–	4:00	p.m.	and	is	
free	to	all.	One	of	their	signature	events	is	Wyeth	on	
Wyeth,	when	Victoria	Wyeth	will	explore	the	life	and	works	
of	her	uncle,	Jamie	Wyeth.	The	HAA	is	run	by	volunteers	
including	Mary	Lou	Clark	(lel)	and	Susan	Zanella.	

Revitalize	and	escape	life’s	hec?c	pace	at	Love	EvoluKon	
Studio,	where	yoga	classes	and	events	are	for	people	of	all	
ages	and	abili?es.	Registra?on	is	open	for	Evolu?on	Kids	
Camp,	which	takes	place	from	July	20	—	July	24,	from	1:00	
to	3:00	p.m.	Love	Evolu?on	Studio’s	free	family	potluck-
style	dinners	are	adults-only	gatherings	for	food,	drinks	and	
conversa?on.	Upcoming	family	dinner	dates	are	at	7:00	
p.m.	on	March	25th	and	May	30th.	For	a	unique	day	out,	
join	their	April	9th	bus	trip	to	the	Fillmore	to	see	Trever	Hall	
and	BreP	Dennen.	Purchase	your	own	show	?cket,	buy	a	
bus	seat	for	$30	for	a	round	trip	and	onboard	beverages.	
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You	can	buy	a	ready-made	scented	candle	at	Aroma	
Candle	Studio	but,	really,	you	can	have	so	much	more	
fun	than	that.	Instead,	choose	a	few	of	your	favorite	
aromas	from	86	unique	scents,	mix	your	own	custom	
fragrance,	pour	wax	into	your	chosen	container	and,	
finally,	design	a	custom	label	for	your	candle	crea?on.		
	
Owners	Marc	and	Wendy	Mills	guide	you	through	each	
step.	Their	customers	include	those	hun?ng	for	a	one-
of-a-kind	gil,	couples	on	date	night,	girlfriends	out	for	
an	evening	on	the	town,	small	groups	and	clubs,	
families	with	children	as	well	as	brides	and	grooms	in	
search	of	unique	wedding	favors.	
	
The	beginning	point,	Marc	says,	is	searching	for	just	the	
right	custom	scent:	“You	take	a	clipboard	and	smell	
your	way	down	the	(fragrance	display)	walls.	Write	
down	10	–	12	of	your	favorites,	decide	what	size	candle	
you	want	and	come	sit	at	the	candle	bar.”		

The	Mills	arrange	fragrances	in	alphabe?cal	order	
rather	than	grouping	similar	scents	together.	That	way,	
you	have	a	bePer	chance	to	experience	something	
unfamiliar	such	as	yuzu,	a	citrus	fruit	and	plant	that	
once	originated	in	China.	You	may	also	take	whiffs	of	
key	lime	pie,	baked	bread,	bacon,	sea	breeze,	
champagne	or	lemongrass	and	more.				
	
Once	at	the	candle	bar,	the	couple	(or	an	employee)	
help	customers	narrow	down	2	or	3	of	their	chosen	

fragrances	that	work	well	together.	You	will	blend	the	
right	propor?ons	of	scented	oils,	depending	on	the	size	
of	the	candle	you	purchase.	They	then	fill	the	candle	
container	with	wax,	you	s?r	in	your	custom	blended	oil,	
set	the	wick	and	create	a	customized	label.	
	
Many	mass	produced	scented	candles	are	a	petroleum	
byproduct,	with	added	chemicals	so	the	scent	lingers	
when	the	candle	is	not	burning,	says	Wendy.	Aroma	
Candle	Studio	uses	soy	wax.	“We	only	add	a	sunscreen	
so	the	candle	stays	white.	We	don’t	add	color.”			

Marc	and	Wendy	relish	their	Main	Street	loca?on	as	
much	as	their	newly	opened	business.	They	have	lived	
in	places	across	the	country	while	following	Marc’s	
previous	career	in	call	center	management.	Aler	
several	years	in	Harford	County,	they	thought	about	
their	next	move.			
	
“We’ve	never	had	roots	too	deep.	We	love	Bel	Air	and	
decided	to	stay	here,”	said	Marc.	He	credits	
personalized	business	support	from	the	Town	of	Bel	
Air’s	Department	of	Economic	Development,	Harford	
County	Economic	Development,	the	local	Small	
Business	Associa?on,	SCORE	mentoring	program	and	
Freedom	Federal,	their	lender,	for	helping	them	
navigate	their	way	to	becoming	first-?me	
entrepreneurs.		

Their	business	model	reflects	their	passion	for	Main	
Street.	Marc	explains	that	finished	candles	need	to	sit	
for	several	hours	before	wick	trimming	and	a	heat	
process	called	glazing,	which	fills	in	air	holes	and	cleans	
bits	of	wax	from	the	glass	vessel.		
	

During	that	?me,	the	couple	encourages	people	to	step	
out,	shop	and	eat	in	downtown	Bel	Air	while	they	wait.	
The	Mills	have	been	know	to	deliver	finished	candles	to	
customers	while	they	are	shopping	in	other	stores	or	
dining	in	local	restaurants.		

Planning	a	night	out	in	Bel	Air?	Put	candle	making	on	the	iKnerary	

Wendy and Marc Mills opened Aroma Candle Studio 
in November. 

Aroma Candle Studio is located at 18 S. Main Street. 
Operating hours encourage people to stop in toward the end 
of the day, make a candle and step out to local restaurants 
while candles receive finishing touches. Open Tuesday – 
Thursday from 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday 
from 11:00 – 8:00 and Sunday from 1:30 – 5:00 p.m. Follow 
them on Facebook or visit aromacandlestudio.com for  up-
to-date details about events and specials. 

http://www.belairmd.org
http://www.belairmd.org
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Capital	projects	shape	up	around	Town	

Curious	about	upcoming	road	construc?on,	parks	and	
infrastructure	upgrades	in	Town?	Bel	Air’s	Board	of	Town	
Commissioners	and	staff	meet	regularly	to	discuss	upcoming	
capital	projects.		All	work	sessions,	Town	Hall	mee?ngs	as	well	
as	commiPee	and	commission	mee?ngs	are	open	to	the	
public.	Commissioners	encourage	your	feedback.	Mee?ng	
agendas	and	minutes	are	posted	online.	Here	are	some	
capital	projects	that	will	be	discussed	in	upcoming	months.		

• Repairs	and	upgrades	to	Rockfield	Manor	outbuildings,	
parking	lots	and	playground	

• Repairs	and	upgrades	at	the	Bel	Air	Armory	

• Upgrade	of	selected	storm	drain	ouvalls	

• New	sidewalk	construc?on	along	south	side	of	Gordon	
Street	from	Williams	Street	to	Atwood	Road;	and	then	
along	Atwood	Road	from	Gordon	to	Catherine	Streets.		

• Parking	garage	improvements	(including	installa?on	of	
bike	lockers)	and	resurfacing	of	the	Hickory	Avenue	
parking	lot	

• Rebuilding	pumping	sta?ons	at	Kelly	Avenue	and	
Gateway	Drive	

• Improvements	to	Alice	Anne	Park,	Homestead	Park	and	
construc?on	of	a	new	Office	Street	"pocket	park.”	
Replacement	of	trash	cans	at	Shamrock	Park	

• Begin	construc?on	of	new	police	facility	at	Town	Hall	

• Purchase	of	an	electric	vehicle	for	Town	fleet	

• "Share	the	Road"	pavement	markings	along	the	primary	
bike	routes;	addi?on	of	bike	lanes	where	applicable	

The	Board	of	Town	Commissioners	meets	on	the	first	and	
third	Mondays	of	the	month	at	7:30	at	Town	Hall,	39	N.	
Hickory	Avenue.		
	
Commissioners	work	sessions	take	place	on	the	Tuesday	
before	Town	Hall	meeEngs	at	5:15	p.m.
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Join	guest	speaker	Michael	L.	Dixon	on	Saturday,	
May	9,	2020	at	2:00	p.m.	and	learn	how	cri?cal	the	
Mason-Dixon	line	was	in	the	past	as	well	as	today.		

Dixon	is	a	noted	historian	and	writer.		He	encourages	
public	interest	and	par?cipa?on	in	the	preserva?on	
of	the	past	for	several	decades	while	crea?ng	
understanding	between	earlier	eras	and	the	
present.			

He	has	appeared	on	the	Today	Show,	Maryland	
Public	Television,	the	Na?onal	Geographic	Channel,	
and	Na?onal	Public	Radio	shows.	Dixon	has	also	
been	interviewed	about	his	work	by	the	Wall	Street	
Journal,	Na;onal	Geographic	Magazine,	Southern	
Living	and	other	major	periodicals.			

His	interest	in	the	study	of	the	past	started	in	the	
late	1960s	when	he	volunteered	as	a	teenager	at	the	
Historical	Society	of	Cecil	County.		As	an	adjunct	
professor,	he	teaches	at	Harford	Community	College	
and	Wilmington	University.		

Tickets	are	$15	for	the	Tea	and	Lecture.		
Reserva?ons	are	recommended	and	are	available	on	
the	Society	website	www.HarfordHistory.org	or	by	
calling	the	Society	at	410-838-7691.	

Quarterly	Lecture	&	Tea:	Mike	Dixon:	The	
Story	Behind	a	Geographic	Boundary	

The	Dan	Meyer	Choir	and	the	Music	of	
Maryland	
		
The	Historical	Society	of	Harford	County	invites	
everyone	to	a	spring	concert	at	Christ	Our	King	
Church,	10	Lexington	Road	in	Bel	Air	on	Saturday,	
April	4,	2020	at	7:00	p.m.	to	enjoy	the	unique	music	
of	the	Dan	Meyer	Choir.			

This	community	choir	celebrates	Maryland	history	
and	culture	with	original	composi?ons	and	
arrangements	done	in	four-part	harmony.		They	
have	performed	throughout	the	Bal?more/
Washington	area	in	venues	that	include	the	Enoch	
PraP	Free	Library,	the	Bal?more	Shakespeare	
Company,	the	Star-Spangled	Banner	Flag	House,	the	
Georgetown	Neighborhood	Library,	the	Maryland	
Historical	Society	and	the	Maryland	Ensemble	
Theater.			
		
The	choir	celebrates	the	music	of	Maryland	with	
acapella	arrangements	of	songs	wriPen	between	
1853	and	2012.		From	Ocean	City	to	Cumberland,	
from	the	Civil	War	to	the	silent	movies,	rekindle	
your	affec?ons	for	the	Old	Line	state	with	this	one-
of-a-kind	performance.	

Tickets	are	$15	and	include	refreshments.		
Reserva?ons	are	recommended	and	are	available	
at	www.HarfordHistory.org	or	by	phone	at	
410-838-7691.	

		

The Historical Society of Harford County brings some of the region’s most noted historians and 
speakers to town. Follow them on Facebook and check the event calendar at 

www.harfordhistory.org. 

http://www.harfordhistory.org
http://www.harfordhistory.org
http://www.HarfordHistory.org
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T H E  B E L  A I R  B O N D

Board of Town Commissioners
1st & 3rd Mondays, 7:30 p.m., Town 
Hall

Appearance & Beautification 
Commission
2nd Monday, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

Board of Appeals
4th Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

Commission on Elderly & Needy 
Citizens
4th Tuesday, 8:00 a.m., Town Hall

Cultural Arts Commission
3rd Wednesday, 4:00 p.m., Town Hall

Economic & Community 
Development Commission
2nd Thursday, 5:00 p.m., Town Hall  

Historic Preservation Commission
4th Thursday, 6:00 p.m., Town Hall

Planning Commission
1st Thursday, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

Tree Committee
2nd Wednesday, 4:30 p.m., Planning 
Department

Town Administrator
L. Jesse Bane
410.638.4550 or 410.879.2711

Administration Department
Michael L. Krantz, Director
410.638.4550 or 410.879.2711

Finance Department
Lisa M. Moody, Director
410.638.4555 or 410.879.2712

Economic Development Department
Trish Heidenreich, Director
410.838.0584

Police Department
Charles Moore, Chief of Police
410.638.4518 or 410.638.4500

Planning Department
Kevin Small, Director
410.638.4540 or 410.879.9500

Public Works Department
Stephen D. Kline, Director
410.638.4536 or 410.879.9507

Bel Air Bond Editor
Kathi Santora, The Writing Studio
ksantora@gmail.com; 443.695.3345 

The offices of the Town Administrator, Human 
Resources, Police and Finance departments 
are located in the Town Hall, 39 N. Hickory 
Ave. The Department of Public Works and the 
Planning Department are located at 705 E. 
Churchville Rd. The Department of Economic 
Development and Visitors Center are in the 
Bel Air Armory at 37 N. Main St. The Police 
Department is open 24/7. Other office hours 
are 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
There are many free publications at the 
Visitors Center, Town Hall and online. Topics 
include business assistance, historic 
preservation, parking guides, a walking tour 
and an event calendar.
In addition to the Board of Town 
Commissioners meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the 
first and third Mondays, the public may attend 
Commissioners’ work sessions, held at 5:15 
p.m. on the preceding Tuesdays. Direct 
questions/concerns to the Commissioners c/o 
Town Hall in writing or by phone: 
410.638.4550 or 410.879.2711.
For sewer system, refuse collection, 
recycling, street light outages, call 
410.638.4545. For sewer emergencies, call 
410.638.4545 during business hours or 
410.638.4500 at other times.

Rowan	Glidden	joins	Planning	Department	

Rowan	Glidden,	a	long?me	local	landscape	architect,	
is	one	of	the	town’s	most	recent	new	employees.	
	
Glidden	has	an	undergraduate	degree	in	Recrea?on	
and	Parks	Administra?on	and	a	Masters	degree	in	
Landscape	Architecture.		He	oversees	the	Town’s	
Geographic	Informa?on	System	(GIS),	which	combines	
data	and	mapping	to	help	store	important	data.	He	
also	reviews	and	approves	commercial	and	residen?al	
building	permits,	serves	as	a	liaison	for	the	Planning	
Commission	and	manages	the	Tree	CommiPee.	He	
looks	forward	to	helping	both	businesses	and	
residents	to	understand	how	zoning	and	Town	Code	
details	can	support	the	success	of	their	projects.		

mailto:ksantora@gmail.com
mailto:ksantora@gmail.com
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58	E.	Broadway	comes	to	life	again	

MUSIC ON 
MAIN
Bel Air Armory 
Friday, May 29  
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
 
 
Sponsored by 
Rally Against Parkinson’s, Harford Inc., an 
all-volunteer nonprofit that offers specialized 
exercise classes with certified instructors to 
those who have Parkinson’s Disease. 

Five local musicians play a variety of 
music. Tickets: $20. Purchase 
at www.rallyagainstparkinsons.org or 
call 410-776-3160.

A	number	of	narrow	shotgun-style	houses	were	built	in	Bel	
Air	in	the	late	1800s.	The	surviving	example	at	58	E.	
Broadway	is	unique	in	that	it	was	upgraded	with	an	L-
shaped	veranda	and	once	probably	stood	on	Gordon	Street	
un?l	the	early	1900s.	
	
Records	show	that	the	dwelling,	known	as	the	EvereP	
House,	was	well-cared	for	over	the	years.	However,	by	the	
?me	Cindy	Rybak	was	in	the	market	for	a	fixer-upper	in	
2018,	it	had	been	vacant	for	two	years	and	was	filled	with	
old	furniture.		
	
Ms.	Rybak	had	a	vision	of	what	it	could	become.	“The	
energy	felt	good”	she	said.	“It	gets	natural	light	from	lots	of	
windows.”	The	loca?on,	steps	away	from	Main	Street,	was	
unbeatable.		
	
Within	hours	aler	sePlement,	Ms.	Rybak	arranged	for	a	
hauler	to	remove	the	contents	and	she	got	started	on	
repairs,	pain?ng	and	carpet	installa?on.	Since	the	home	is	a	
designated	historical	property,	Ms.	Rybak	appeared	before	
the	Town	of	Bel	Air’s	Historic	Preserva?on	Commission	to	
get	guidance	on	new	siding	and	windows.		

Aler	the	intense	work,	Ms.	Rybak	enjoys	the	posi?ve	
comments	that	she	receives:	“We	are	at	a	point	where	we	
can	breathe.	The	house	was	neglected	and	lost	and	pushed	
to	the	side.	It	is	a	loved	house	now.”		

Cindy Rybak believes that many new houses look the same. She 
enjoys the unique look of her historic home. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.rallyagainstparkinsons.org&c=E,1,KTQCmCCnepMuSOdAffXA4Rn1aFCo6BgwRrr1RRf8UgID9f5Mkm-Si3dqSw1hFhLXSVo1ggjj72BE7__hMFBo7Jtq-Y9PKbTbbN0za_HRt5CcudPnbljCgcs,&typo=1%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.belairmd.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://www.rallyagainstparkinsons.org&c=E,1,KTQCmCCnepMuSOdAffXA4Rn1aFCo6BgwRrr1RRf8UgID9f5Mkm-Si3dqSw1hFhLXSVo1ggjj72BE7__hMFBo7Jtq-Y9PKbTbbN0za_HRt5CcudPnbljCgcs,&typo=1%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.belairmd.org
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