Ordinance No. 802-21

An Ordinance Amending Bel Air Town Code
Chapter 37 Elections
Section 8§ 37-1 Definitions and Word Usage
Section § 37-18 Absentee Voting

WHEREAS, the Board of Town Commissioners desire to ensure that every vote be

counted, including absentee ballots, otherwise known as mail-in ballots; and

WHEREAS, to allow enough time for absentee ballots, otherwise known as mail-in
ballots, to be delivered and counted, the Board of Town Commissioners desire to amend Chapter
37 Elections of the Bel Air Town Code regarding when an absentee ballot, otherwise known as a

mail-in ballot, may be counted; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Town Commissioners that
the Town of Bel Air Town Code, Chapter 37 Elections, shall be amended by Ordinance No. 802-

21, as follows:

8§ 37-1 Definitions and word usage.
ABSENTEE BALLOT/MAIL-IN BALLOT
A ballot not used in a polling place that is completed and mailed, in advance of an

election day by a voter.

8§ 37-18 Absentee voting/mail-in voting
A. Absentee voting/mail-in voting shall be permitted in accordance with the provisions of
Title 9, Subtitle 3, of the Election Law, Annotated Code of Maryland, or with such other

laws of the State of Maryland which may supersede Title 9, Subtitle 3, in the future.




B. Timeliness. An absentee ballot/mail-in ballot is considered timely and may be
counted if the ballot:
a. isreturned, in person, to the designated polling place, or the Harford County
Board of Elections, by the voter, or the voter's duly authorized agent, before
the polls close, on the day of the election; or
b. is received, by mail, by the Town of Bel Air, or the Harford County Board of
Elections, no later than 10 a.m. on the second Friday after an election; and
i. was mailed on or before election day, as verified:
1. by a postmark; or
2. if the return envelope does not contain a postmark or the
postmark is illegible, by the voter's affidavit that the ballot was
mailed on or before election day.
C. Untimely. An absentee ballot/mail-in ballot that does not meet the requirements of

subsection (B) of this section is not timely and may not be counted.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall become effective on the

twenty-first (21st) day after passage unless petitioned to referendum.
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