PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR TREE SEEDLINGS


Storage. 
· To optimize survival, plant your seedling(s) as soon as you can after getting home. 
· Until you are ready to plant, store your seedling in its bag in a refrigerator (NOT a freezer) for up to several weeks or in a cold dark place for up to several days.

· Keep the newspaper/paper towel wet around the roots.  

Steps for Successful Planting: 

· Dig a hole at least twice as wide and only as deep as the root system.
· Keep the seedling(s) in a bucket of water only while digging the hole. 
· ONLY if necessary, prune the occasional excessively long, stray root tips back to the length of the main root mass. Always use a clean, sharp knife, pruners or scissors. 

· Spread the roots out so they are evenly distributed in the planting hole. A cone shaped mound of soil can be formed in the hole to help support the roots. 

· Plant the seedlings at the correct depth. 
· Place upper roots about a half-inch beneath the surface of the soil. 
· Do NOT plant too deep causing the roots to bend or “J”, or force them into a planting hole that is too small. 

· Place the soil back in the hole and tamp gently to remove any large air spaces. Cover all roots.
· Water each seedling at the time of planting and at least once each week, when there is no rain in the first growing season. Lack of water is the number one killer of newly planted trees! 
· Mulch seedlings no deeper than 2" to 3", in an 24" diameter circle around each trunk. Maintaining adequate mulch increases growth and vigor while reducing damage from mowers and string trimmers. 

· Do NOT allow mulch to be in direct contact with the trunk, that is, No mulch volcanoes!  This can promote the growth of decay causing fungi. 
· As a weed block that becomes compost, put five sheets of newspaper down in the circle and place the mulch on them.

· ONLY prune dead or damaged twigs, nothing else. 
· Do NOT add fertilizer or other soil amendments in the first year. Fertilizer can often do more harm than good to young seedlings.
· Protect the tree from rabbits and deer by wrapping 4-foot or 5-foot tall (no larger than 2-inch by 4-inch openings) fencing around 3 stakes.
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Tree Planting Instructions 

1. Keep seedling(s) in a bucket of water to keep roots moist while planting. On hot or windy days, roots can dry out rapidly.


2. Dig the hole at least 2 times as wide as and slightly deeper than root system; insert the seedling so roots are a half-inch under the ground level and straight.  Fill loosely with soil.
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3. Gently firm around seedling to eliminate air pockets around the roots. Do not stomp!
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Planting Depth

A properly planted seedling should have roots about a half inch below ground level.  Seedlings planted too deep, too shallow or J-rooted (taproot facing up) will not allow the tree to grow fully. An improperly planted tree is more likely to have problems or die.

	Too Shallow 
Some roots are exposed above ground level. 
	  Too Deep 
Too much of the stem is underground level. 
	 J-Root 
Roots are forced into the hole, causing root ends to face up. 
	  Just Right 
Roots are just below ground level; roots are straight. 
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